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	 After finishing his speech, thanking individuals Jubilee 
serves, their families, staff, elected officials, sponsors, and 
donors for helping him make Jubilee what it is today, Ju-
bilee Executive Director Tim Wiens tearfully looked out 
to the crowd as he received a standing ovation for his 
40 years of care at Jubilee. Retiring on June 30, 2019, 
Tim was instrumental in growing Jubilee from three 

staff members and seven individuals to over 270 staff and 
140 served individuals. Throughout the last year, Jubilee 

has showered Tim with various events such as a Montgom-
ery County Delegation Reception, the Client Council Retire-

ment Party, and a reception with Montgomery County Executive 
Isiah Leggett. However, what better way to celebrate 40 years of 

providing community-living supports and opportunities for adults with intellectual and other developmental dis-
abilities in Montgomery County than to honor Tim at Jubilee’s most anticipated event, the Jubilee Gala. The eve-
ning began with the VIP reception being held for top donors, Ruby Society members, and elected officials to 
honor Tim. Councilmember Will Jawando presented Tim with a Certificate from the Montgomery County 

Council for his four decades of dedication. Following the reception, 
guests mingled in the foyer of the Bethesda North Marriott Hotel and 
Conference Center where they enjoyed hor d’oeuvres and drinks. At 
7 p.m., 438 guests were then directed into the main ballroom. Pre-
ceding dinner, Rev. Cindy Lapp from the Hyattsville Mennonite 
Church blessed the evening with a faith statement, prayer, and 
well wishes for Tim. After guests enjoyed a three-course meal, 
the Master of Ceremonies and long-time friend of Tim, Save the 
Children Action Network’s President, Mark Shriver, lead the eve-
ning as guests enjoyed laughter, tears, and great music provided by 
interPLAY Orchestra lead by Paula Moore. Jubilee Foundation Board 
President Susan Hoffmann recognized elected officials who were in at-
tendance such as U.S. Representative Jamie Raskin, Montgomery County 
Executive Marc Elrich, Councilmembers Will Jawando, Craig Rice, Sidney 
Katz, Gabe Albornoz,                                                         
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 	    This is my last column as 
Jubilee’s Executive Director. 
There have been many events to 
mark the conclusion of my work 
at Jubilee. I am grateful for these 
opportunities to say goodbye and 
to express my appreciation for 
the opportunity I have had to be 
a leader at Jubilee.

	 	     I often tell people that I 
love working at Jubilee. And it 
is true, I do. But it is an attitude 
toward my work that I have 
chosen. I’m sure that there are 

many places and jobs that I could not bring myself to love. I 
realize that it is a privilege to be the Executive Director and 
to be able to work at a place like Jubilee.  
	 As I look back and reflect on my work I do see God’s 
hand in the choices that I have made. I do see the teachings of 
Jesus in the work that I do. It is not the same as choosing to 
love my work, but it is similar. I think we chose to see God in 
our work in our lives or we don’t.  
	 I think how we as individuals and we as a commu-
nity treat people who are vulnerable reflects directly on who 
we are as people. The work we do as a faith based organiza-
tion is transformative. We do this work attempting to not be 
exclusionary. We invite our employees to see their work as 
an expression of their faith, regardless of whether they are 
Christian, Jewish, Muslim, Buddhist or Hindu. We invite the 
people we serve to be connected to the faith community of 
their choice. We actively help and encourage those connec-
tions. 
	 We are celebrating the life of Jean Vanier these days. 
He passed away a few weeks ago. I had the privilege of meet-
ing and visiting Jean about three years ago in Trosley, France, 
his home at the time and the home of L’Arche. L’Arche 
was the model of services and community that Jubilee was 
modeled after when it was founded, and it has continued to 
inform our work at Jubilee over the years. Jean was in-person 
what his writing are. He was interested in who we were and 
what we were doing and his answers to our questions were 
profound. He talked to us, as he writes in his books, about 
how he was and about how we can be transformed through 
our relationships with people with intellectual disabilities. 
	 I have been transformed through my relationships 
with people who receive services from Jubilee. I have also 
been transformed by my relationships with people who are 
work colleagues of mine at Jubilee, the families of the people 
we serve, the Board members, and volunteers who are part 
of the Jubilee family. I have been blessed beyond measure by 
the work that I have done at Jubilee.

	 	 -Tim Wiens,  Executive Director

From The Executive Director

Tim Wiens

and Andrew Friedson, Maryland Senators Jeff Waldst-
reicher, Craig Zucker and Ben Kramer, as well as Mary-
land Delegates Kumar Barve and Jared Solomon. Jubilee 
also received a congratulatory pre-recorded video mes-
sage from Governor Larry Hogan. Afterwards, Susan 
Hoffmann was awarded the Betty Mae Kramer Award for 
Community Service for her decade as President of the 
Jubilee Foundation Board. The evening continued with 
auctioneers Craig Rice and former Redskins quarterback, 
Joe Theismann, auctioning off items to benefit Jubilee. 
After raising $12,200 by the auction items alone, DAR-
CARS’ President and CEO John Darvish took the stage 
with longtime friend Joe Theismann, along with Jubilee 
individuals Elaine Carney and Curtis Cooper. Together 
they honored their friend and former veteran Jubilee indi-
vidual, Holly Amsterdam, who passed away earlier this 
year. John reminisced about how Holly’s close friends 
understandably didn’t believe she was friends with Joe 
Theismann after she said she had his cell phone number. 
It wasn’t until she called him in the middle of a Red-
skins game and Joe answered that the legitimacy of their 
friendship rang true. Together, Joe and John encouraged 
attendees to donate to Jubilee and their cause that as-
sisted individuals like Holly. The evening continued with 
Tim Wiens’ wife Mary Jo and their two sons, Jacob and 
Jonathan, providing a bit of comedic relief as they roast-
ed Tim on various family moments. Ending the evening, 
Tim Wiens gave a tearful final speech on looking forward 
to his new life in retirement, but that he will always love 
the Jubilee family that he created over his 40 years. We 
would like to thank everyone who came to celebrate the 
legacy of Tim Wiens and helping us surpass our goal of 
$300,000 for Jubilee. 

The 2019 Jubilee Gala 
Honoring Jubilee Executive    
Director Tim Wiens Continued

Councilmember Will Jawando, Tim Wiens and 
Councilmember Andrew Friedson



Welcoming Our New Executive Director, 
Steve Keener

	 It was a gray 7:00 a.m. on a Sunday, and I was driving to the law firm 
where I worked. I was transfixed by what was playing on the radio. After park-
ing on G Street, I sat motionless in the car as the words from the radio slowed my 
breathing and brought tears to my eyes. It was Jean Vanier. He was speaking on 
Krista Tippett’s radio show On Being. Vanier was talking about the tenderness and 
frailty of humanity and how our deepest desire is to be appreciated, loved, and seen 
as somebody of value. He talked about the joy of being known and being together 
with others, and particularly with people with disabilities. In that moment I felt the 
tug of my own loneliness, but also a kind of permission that Vanier had given me to 
be gentler, with others and with myself.  
	 In his mid-30s, Vanier had been a philosophy professor in Toronto when he went to visit his friend who 
was working as a chaplain at a mental institution in Paris. Vanier was moved by the inhumane and isolated exis-
tence forced upon the 80 men living there. In response, he bought a small cottage in rural France several months 
later and invited Raphaël Simi and Philippe Seux out of the institution to live with him. What followed for these 
three men was a discovery of how life together in a community of people with and without disabilities can trans-
form us.  
	 Vanier’s experience inspired the L’Arche movement and also Faith and Light communities around the 

world. Vanier’s message was also an inspiration to the members of Hyatts-
ville Mennonite Church who started Jubilee in 1978, inviting people out of 
Maryland institutions into our community. And Vanier’s writings and ex-
ample continue to guide us. A daily lesson for us is how mutual relationships 
must animate everything we do. We are more than just service providers, 
clients, family members, and supporters – we are being invited to share our 
lives, and together we become more human.   

Jean Vanier died on the morning of May 7 in Paris at age 90.  Thank you Jean 
for inviting us to love more tenderly.     

   “Love doesn’t mean doing extraordinary or heroic things. It means 
knowing how to do ordinary things with tenderness.” - Jean Vanier

About Steve Keener: Jubilee will welcome Steve Keener as its new Executive Director beginning July 1. Steve 
is a former Jubilee Board member and comes to Jubilee from Special Olympics International where he currently 
serves as Corporate Counsel and Assistant Secretary. He previously served as Chief Operating Officer and General 
Counsel for L’Arche Greater Washington, D.C. and before that as an international trade attorney at King & Spald-
ing’s Washington office. Steve is originally from Goshen, Indiana, and first became involved in disability services 
at Mennonite Disabilities Committee (now Goldenrod) in Goshen where he volunteered as a live-in caregiver. He 
holds a law degree from Notre Dame (Ind.) and Bachelor’s degree from Eastern University (St. Davids, Penn.). 
Steve, his wife Bethany, and their sons Tristan (12) and Seth (8) currently live in Arlington, Virginia, and plan to 
move to the Kensington area in the next few months. 
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The 2019 Jubilee Gala Honoring 
Jubilee’s Executive Director Tim Wiens

Steve Keener and Tim Wiens

Curtis Cooper, John Darvish, Elaine Carney, and 
Joe Theismann

Mary Jo Schumacher, Jonathan Wiens,                 
Jacob Wiens, Becky Pankratz, Keith Wiens

Bethany Keener, Steve Keener, Marc Elrich, 
Tim Wiens, Mary Jo Schumacher, and Will 

Jawando

Tim Wiens and Bernie Simons Craig Rice and Joe Theismann

Sandra and Glen Kauffman Greg and Judy-Ann Zoghby Kathy Ulman, Theo Jonjo, Preston Ulman, 
and Craig Ulman
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Mary Jo Schumacher and 
Bethany Keener

Ben Kramer, Tim Wiens, and 
Susan Hoffmann Melissa Siegel and Elaine 

Carney

Paula Moore leading The interPLAY 
Orchestra

Cynthia and James Cudjoe

Craig Zucker, Marc Elrich, Tim Wiens, 
Andrew Friedson, and Will Jawando

Miriam Dubin and Sid Kramer  Cindy and Ben Kramer

Jonathan Wiens, Mary Jo Schumacher, 
and Jacob Wiens

Andrew Friedson, Susan Hoffmann, 
Mark Shriver, and Will Jawando

Kristiana Bjerke Kalset, Eivind Bjerke, Anne 
Bjerke Kalset, Kristopher Bjerke Kalset, Karolina 

Bjerke Kalset, and Patrick Cousins



Paul and Louise Golder

Lauren Good and 			

	 Jennifer Hiebert

Terry Gyi

Roy and Donna Heatwole

Candy Ivanovich 

Maria Lenahan

Don Lyman

Arnold and Judy Mahachek

Jim and Maria Mallon

Elizabeth McElfish

John and Linda Mericle

John, Julee, Tyler, and 		

            Honorine Munson    	

		  Family

The Family of Kelly Piacesi

Jerrold and Carolyn Post

The Purcell Family

Diane Richardson

Anonymous

Anonymous

Mitchell, Margie, and 			 

	 James Billian

Glen and Sandra Blauch

Elaine Carney

Tom Carney and 				  

	 Janet Copeland

Jack and Eileen Dillon

Neil Ellis and Bonnie Baugh

Richard Fazio

Richard and 

	 Joan Fidler Trust

Joseph Fitzgerald

The Estate of Donna and 		

	 Ron Fluke

John and Janelle Gaughan

Cheryl, Daniel, and 			 

	 David Geske

THE GIFT OF A LIFETIME
	        In 2018, Jubilee celebrated 40 years, the RUBY Anniversary! We 

introduced Jubilee’s RUBY Society which will provide funds to Jubilee 
through planned gifts such as wills, bequests, special needs trusts, and 
others. These legacy gifts will transform the lives of adults with intellec-
tual and other developmental disabilities by allowing Jubilee to continue 
providing the very best quality of services while maintaining staff longev-
ity. Our goal was to get 45 Ruby Society members before the end of our 
fiscal year, June 30th, 2019. Within days before the end of our fiscal year 
we achieved our goal! However, Jubilee is still looking to add your family 
to the Ruby Society. Will you join Jubilee’s RUBY Society? 

	 	 	 	 	 We have room for your family’s commitment!
Contact Rolando Santiago at 301-949-8628 ext. 185 or rsantiago@jubileemd.org.

				    JUBILEE’S RUBY SOCIETY MEMBERS
Charles and Barbara Ruch

The Family of Gertrude Ryan

	 including Michael, 		

	 David and Shari

Rolando Santiago and 			 

	 Raquel Trinidad

Paul Sexton

Melissa Siegel 

Tim Swartzendruber

	 and Nicolle Nogueras 

Craig and Katherine Ulman 

Tim Wiens and 

	 Mary Jo Schumacher

Robert and Althea Wallace

Marcia Mathias Wilson

Joe Wybierala

Robert W. Zimmermann, M.D.

The Zoghby Family
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BUSINESSES AND SERVICE 
ORGANIZATIONS

BB&T
Bridge the Gap, Inc.
DARCARS Automotive Group
DARCARS Toyota of Baltimore
Drs. Ensor Johnson & Lewis
Exigency Planning, LLC
Galena-Yorktown Foundation

IBM Employee Services Center
Kathy Byars Realtor
Mullen, Sondberg, 	 	 	
	 Wimbish & Stone
Network for Good
The Studio of Colour and Design 	
	 by Margie Billian
United Way of the 	 	 	
	 National Capital Area

William S. Abell Foundation, Inc.
INDIVIDUALS

Mr. Larry Abramson and 
	 Mrs. Debbie Abramson
Jean Anderson Webb
Benjamin L. Apt
Susan and Doug Atkinson
Marguerite W. Autry
David D. Bailey

THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS DONORS
A special thank you for the generous gifts received from January 1, 2019 - March 31, 2019
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Joaquin I. Ballestero, Jr. 	 	
	 and Maite P. Ballestero
Mr. and Mrs. John Barker
Steve Bell
Antonio and Maria Teresa Benedi
Bernard D. and Elaine C. Billian
Luis and Theresa Blandon
John Bogasky
Shirley Brandman 	 	 	
	 and Howard Shapiro
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Brown, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Burch
Linda Mericle
Frank Cavaliere
Janessa Cobb and David Deal
Bill and Pat Coffin
David P. Conrad 	 	 	
	 and Kaye Brubaker
James K. and Cynthia C. Cudjoe
Joe and Ruth Dalton
Mr. David Aufhauser
Mr. David S. Davidson
Mr. and Mrs. E. Debevoise, II
Judith Dickson
Jack and Eileen Dillon
Thomas Dodegge
James Albert Dryden
Hope B. Eastman
Dr. and Mrs. Larry Einbinder
Ms. Faye Elam
Jonathan H. Elkind 	 	 	
	 and Suzanne Mintz
William M. and Elizabeth M. Ellis
Norman and Judy Elrod
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Evans
Gerald and Jean Feuer
Justin Fidler
Michael E. Fishman
Mr. Jeff Flaherty
Su Flickinger
Karen Gaerthe-Haynes
Richard Geltman

Linda Gerson-Glantz
Nancy L. Gray
Terry Gyi
Sonya Healy
Michael Hetchkop 	 	 	
	 and Helaine Schwartz
Jennifer Hiebert 	 	 	
	 and Lauren Good
Rhonda Cunningham Holmes
Dr. Sari Hornstein 	 	 	
	 and Alex Lightfoot
Maria Janina and Michael Huff
Lori Jacobowitz
Albert Jacobs
Joe L. and Carrie M. Johnson
Ms. Claudia Kahn
Catherine Hiebert Kerst
Allyn Kilsheimer
Delegate Benjamin F. Kramer
Dr. and Mrs. Joel Lang
Dr. and Mrs. Habib Latiri
Lorie Peters Lauthier
Hon. and Mrs. Isiah Leggett
Joel Lesch
Charles Lindsey
Ms. Mary LoGiudice
John P. and Carolyn K. Lyman
Stephen J. and 	 	 	
	 Kathleen B. Lyman
Doris C. Mapes
Ms. Eleanor Ihmsen Mattis
Richard and Robin McEntire
Ms. Catherine McGhee
Rev. and Mrs. David Morrell
Ms. April Moscati
Kate Moss
Ms. Adele Natter, MSW
Kristin O’Connell
Trudy Orgel
Ed and Mary Ott
Fredric W. Parsons, CPA
Janet Peachey

THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS DONORS FROM JANUARY 1 - MARCH 31, 2019

Karrie M. Peterson
Barbara J. Piczak Cox
Carolyn Post
Elizabeth Stern Purcell
Jean P. Purvy
Frances M. Raskin
Barbara Jane Reiner
Cynthia M. Roldan 	 	 	
	 and Lance S. Bendit
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Rosen
Lawrence N. Rosenblum, CPA
Curtis Ruppert and Donna Crouse
Johanna Salvetti
Rolando L. Santiago
Mrs. Carla W. Satinsky
Valerie Jayne Schrock
Stephen Shapiro
Alan L. and Karen J. Smuckler
Joseph F. Spaniol, Jr.
Melvin J. Stern, M.D.
Tracey Stith
Eric Stolzfus and Cynthia Lapp
Kenton and Amy Swartz
Saralee S. and Reginald N. Todd
Craig and Katherine Ulman
Alfred and Penny Veerhoff
Becca Walawender 	 	 	
	 and Kristin Sampson
Laura M. and 	 	 	 	
	 Michael D. Wallerstedt
Ms. Patricia Josephine Weigle
Tim Wiens and 	 	 	
	 Mary Jo Schumacher
Kathleen L. Zimmerlin de Paz	
	 and Arnaldo J. Paz
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 Twitter: @jubilee_assocMD
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PRESENTING SPONSOR

PEARL
Terry Gyi and Rebecca 	 	
	 Therese Gyi Hovis

SAPPHIRE
Bailey and Glasser, LLP
Robert, Mary, and 
	 Matthew McMeekin
Irma Poretsky
Arne and Ruth Sorenson

TOPAZ
Ben and Cynthia Guill
Robert and Arlene Kogod
Jerrold and Carolyn Post
Deena Godshall Roth

AMETHYST
Kathryn L. Anderson
Cameron Mericle, P.A.
McNamee Hosea
Kaiser Permanente
Kevin Merida and friends
Melissa Siegel
Mary Ellen Spaniol and 
	 Terrance G. Reed
Curtis Ruppert
Washington Area New 
	 Automobile Dealers 	
	 Association (WANADA)
Craig and Kathy Ulman
David Morrell

GARNET
Charles and Siobhan Abell
Lucy S. Adams and 		 	
	 James H. Rowe III

Bernard Family Foundation
Eivind Bjerke
Councilor, Buchanan, and 	 	
	 Mitchell
Richard and Joan Fidler
John Munson and Julee Brand
Drs. Mary D. and Edward Ott
Rosaria Communities 	 	
	 Foundation
Mary Jo Schumacher 	 	
	 and Tim Wiens
Joseph F. Spaniol, Jr.
Suntrust Bank
Amy and Kenton Swartz
Al and Penny Veerhoff
The Zoghby Family
Patrick and Vicki Malone

UNDERWRITER: DÉCOR 
The Starr Family

Thank You to Our Amazing Sponsors for 
The 2019 Jubilee Gala!


